Changing demographics and neurologic disease in the elderly.
Mortality from several neurologic diseases has increased dramatically over the past 4 decades among the elderly in developed countries. This trend usually has been attributed to better case ascertainment in recent years. Corresponding demographic changes in the elderly population in developed nations over this same period, a manifestation of differential survival, are sufficient to have contributed substantially to the observed increasing burden of these neurologic diseases. The selective effect of differential survival on the surviving population gene pool is an additional explanation for the observed increasing burden of several neurologic diseases associated with senescence.